DRAFT AGENDA
3rd meeting of the EU-Georgia Sub-Committee 
On Employment, Social Policy, Equal Rights and Public Health
Tbilisi, 19 April 2018
Venue: ……

	Time
	No.
	Agenda item
	Lead

	
	1
	Welcome and introduction remarks 
	Georgia

	
	2
	Adoption of the agenda
	

	I. Public Health

	
	3
	Presentation of health system and health policy developments in Georgia
	Georgia

	
	4
	Presentation of EU health policy and latest developments
	EU

	
	5
	Cooperation to strengthen health security: 
· Implementation of International Health Regulations 
NCDC was designated as the National Focal Point of IHR and in 2009, established a 24/7 duty officer system for communication with WHO and with national authorities. From 2009 to 2012, National Action Plan for Implementation of IHR was developed and implemented and Georgia was among those countries that reached the implementation by June 2012. 
Since 2012, after the change of the government of Georgia, human health became the political priority. Significant increase in health financing and introduction of Universal Healthcare program enabled the health system strengthening. Another important pillar of IHR are integrated surveillance system and well-established laboratory network, which demonstrates the country’s capability to detect public health threats. These significant changes in the system, followed by adoption of national regulations, which are in compliance with the IHR, (Law on Public Health etc.), were the huge steps forward towards the full implementation and highlights the importance of health system for delivering IHR commitments. 

· Georgia participation in the MediPIET regional training programme

In May 2017 National Center for Disease Control and Public Health was granted a Mediterranean Programme for Intervention Epidemiology Training (MediPIET) Site, thus Georgia has become a  full member of the MediPIET family. Involvement in the MediPIET project is one of the crucial steps within the Association Agenda between the European Union and Georgia on the concept of strengthening Public Health system.
Growth of population at the global level, globalization of trade and travel has resulted in expanded challenges for public health, thus it is necessary to train epidemiologists in compliance with the increased requirements in the aforementioned sphere. Along with national priorities, epidemiologists also need to be aware of the regional threats and, if necessary, act in accordance to joint regional response. The advantage of such programs is that it contributes to the formation of a continuous network of specialists working in the region, which is the best opportunity for cooperation in this direction. Being the part of the MediPIET project will provide an essential opportunity for development and strengthening capacities for public health risk management, preparedness and response systems, as well as for expansion of scientific field.
[bookmark: _GoBack]During 2017, 13 Georgian epidemiologists and Public Health Practitioners have been continuing to participate as external participants in the MediPIET modules  - totally 5 different modules. In November, 2017, the czountry has been participated in the MediPIET Annual Scientific Conference “Regional Contributions and Synergies For Global Health Security”, eight scientific study results have been presented by Georgian representatives during the conference. 

· Anti-microbial resistance (AMR)
Important steps were taken in direction of antimicrobial resistance during the last few years in Georgia:
The national AMR strategy was developed by national experts with the participation of the World Health Organization (WHO) consultants. Government of Georgia approved national AMR strategy in January 11, 2017 in line with the One Health approach.
The national antimicrobial resistance committee was formed 
Antimicrobial resistance surveillance capability was strengthened 
The legislation on infection prevention and  control (IPC)-related issues has been renewed
Georgia has joined the the Global Antimicrobial Resistance Surveillance System (GLASS), the Central Asian and Eastern European Surveillance of Antimicrobial Resistance (CAESAR) and Baltic Antibiotic Resistance collaborative Network (BARN)
National Microbiology Laboratory Network (which includes 20 laboratories) has been established led by Lugar Center, NCDC
National EQA program has been established on the bases of Lugar Center, NCDC
The European Committee on Antimicrobial Susceptibility Testing (EUCAST) standards were implemented in microbiologic laboratories.
National AMR reference laboratory capacity at Lugar Center has been strengthened in terms of antimicrobial resistance surveillance capability and implementing molecular diagnostic of AMR mechanism. 
In 2016 for the first time Georgian AMR data was shared to the Central Asian and Eastern European Surveillance of Antimicrobial Resistance (CAESAR) and Global Antimicrobial Resistance Surveillance System (GLASS). 
Since 2014 11 different laboratories including NCDC are involved in WHO EQA AMR network. 

· Strengthening Blood Safety and organ transplantation System in Georgia
Application of NCDC for strategic TAIEX Expert Mission on Blood Safety, has been approved in February 2018. According to the communication with EU Delegation in Georgia current high demand for TAIEX assistance in Blood safety was taken into account and preparations for the TAIEX event will start at the very earliest in June 2018.

In order to review the regulations in the field of blood production and bring them in line with the EU directives on blood safety, a technical working group has been established in June 2017.

Modernization of the Unified Blood Donor Electronic Database has been finalized through the addition of an advanced modules to the existing variables, which will ensure the traceability of blood donation from blood donation to blood transfusion. The module runs from August 15, 2017.

Participation in the Donor Electronic Database for all blood banks and for all hospitals performing the blood transfusion became mandatory in July 2017. 

A training courses in data entry and operation of the Donor Electronic Database for hospital and blood bank personnel have been conducted throughout the country. 

Linkage between Donor Electronic Database and hepatitis C screening modules has been established to ensure Hepatitis C traceability according to the vein-to-vein principles.

In October 2017, for the first time in Georgia, mandatory voluntary donations and mandatory nucleic acid testing was introduced for blood donors with high behavioral risk. 

	Georgia

	
	6
	Tackling chronic diseases by addressing risk factors: tobacco control
· Implementation of the FCTC and ratification of illicit trade protocol
On May 30, 2017 the amendments to the Tobacco Control bills have been adopted by the Parliament and signed by the President of Georgia. Amendments were made in the following laws of Georgia: "On Tobacco Control", "On Advertising", "On Organizing Lotteries, Games of Chance and Other Prize Games", "On Broadcasting" and in the Administrative Offenses Code of Georgia. The aim of the Tobacco control legislation adopted in May 2017 is to reduce morbidity and mortality associated to the tobacco consumption and to reduce economic and social damage of tobacco consumption. The aim of implemented activities is to reduce the growth of tobacco consumption and its gradual reduction; Reduction of smoking start; Protection of non-smokers from tobacco smoke in public places; Promote those who want to stop smoking and promote smokers to have a strong motivation to relieve smoking. Implemented activities are in line with the obligations set forth in the Tobacco control Strategy and National Action Plan and EU Georgia AA-AP. 
The National Center for Disease Control and Public Health (NCDC) is implementing the State Program on Health Promotion, the largest component of which is tobacco control, including media campaign, training of Quitline staff and PHC providers, monitoring of enforcement of smoke-free legislation in public premises, developing a tobacco cessation mobile application and school educational materials; etc. Tobacco control communication campaign was launched in February by the Ministry of Labour, Health and Social Affairs; Healthcare and Social Issues Committee of the Parliament and FCTC secretariat.

Georgia has been selected as a FCTC2030 project Partner Party among other 14 countries. This project is a new initiative of the WHO FCTC Secretariat to directly help countries to scale up tobacco control measures. Georgia is the only country being selected from the European region. One of the selection criteria was the motivation of the country to advance tobacco control and demonstration of some significant achievements in this regard.
Abovementioned tobacco control measures will contribute to full implementation of the WHO Framework Convention on Tobacco Control, thus also advancing the achievement of SDG targets related to tobacco control. There are opportunities for Georgia such as the High level political commitment, National focal point of tobacco control within MoLHSA, high level public support, active CSOs and strong legislative measures. Tobacco control activities need to be further strengthened and existing Tobacco Control National Strategy and Action Plan are in process of revision.

	Georgia

	
	7
	Potential areas for cooperation, EU support mechanisms 
	EU

	
	8
	Review of the operational conclusions of the second EU-Georgia Sub-Committee 
	

	
	
	Lunch
	

	II. Cooperation on Employment, Social Policy and Equal Opportunities

	
	9
	Presentation of latest developments in the EU in the area of employment, social policies and equal opportunities 
	EU

	
	10
	AA implementation: update on overall setting, and mechanisms put in place
	Georgia

	
	11
	Legal approximation with EU law in the area of health and safety at work, labour law and working conditions (Annex XXX of the AA)- update on: 
· Labour Code 
· OSH Law and other legislation in the area of OSH and labour law 
· Labour Inspectorate, including capacity building 
	Georgia

	
	
	Break
	

	
	13
	Employment Policy: up-date on Georgia main employment challenges and on Government's main policy priorities, reform implementation, administrative capacities, in particular:	
· Employment Services 
· State Strategy, Labour market programmes
· Employment and Vocational Educational and Training (VET)
	

Georgia

	
	14
	Social Policy: up-date on Georgia main social challenges and on Government's main policy priorities, reform implementation, and institutional capacities, in particular:
· TSA,  
· pension system
· social services
	Georgia

	
	15
	Potential areas for cooperation, EU support, policy dialogue:
· Socieux+ programme
	EU

	
	16
	Review of the operational conclusions of the first EU-Georgia Sub-Committee 
	

	
	
	End
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